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Letter From the Chair

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
As you have, hopefully,
noticed, this month’s Martin’s
Edition has a new and updated look. I
would like to thank Council Member
Katie Filipczyk Howard, Village Manager
Niles Anderegg, and Management
Assistant Martha Fessenden for all the
hard work that went into refreshing our
monthly communiqué that seeks to share
useful information and news with the
community. You will note some subtle
changes to the layout and some not-so-
subtle changes, including the Chair’s
column being “graced” by my not-so-
flattering mugshot (it definitely took
some arm twisting for me to agree…).
But one of the most remarkable and
rewarding changes and additions will be
the monthly VMA Legacy Project
inspired by Naomi Naierman and named
Telling Our Stories. In it, high school
students will interview long-time
residents, who will share their “stories”
and experiences, thereby creating a
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wonderful bridge that connects the past
with the present – providing us with an
understanding of how our neighbors
may have shaped the future of our
community and beyond. Of note, the
name of this new feature, Telling Our
Stories, was a result of an impromptu
online poll during our last Council
Meeting with most residents in
attendance agreeing with the title and
what it conveyed.
We hope you enjoy this and future
editions and welcome your feedback.
With gratitude,
Andrew

Calendar of Events

Feb. 17 - Monthly VMA Council Meeting, 7:30 pm

Feb. 21 - VMA Office Closed in Observance of
Presidents' Day

View Our Full Calendar

Martin's Matters Spotlight: Covid-19 Test Kits

Montgomery County is asking municipalities to serve as
additional distribution sites for COVID-19 test kits. The Village
has received its allotment of COVID-19 tests and will be
distributing them to residents this week. Every household will receive one test kit
which includes 2 tests, and the kit will be dropped off at your doorstep to ensure a
fair and equal distribution of the test kits. In addition, the Village will also give out
N95 masks at the same time. please be on the lookout for these kits and masks this
week and if you have any questions, please contact the Village Office.

Notes from the Village
Office

Village Council Meeting
Highlights

 
The Village Council received
the Building Administrator's
report about ongoing building
projects in the Village.

The Village Council heard Agenda for Council Meeting 

https://www.martinsadditions.org/about/calendar/index.php


from the Community
Engagement Committee that
the Committee had voted to
cancel the February mid-
winter event been canceled
due to ongoing concerns
about COVID-19.

The Village Council was
presented with a new design
for the Martin's Editions
monthly newsletter and
moved to adopt it.

The Village Council received a
report from the Treasurer on
financial matters.

The Village Council received
the Village Manager's report,
which updated them on
Village operations. Included
in the Manager's report was
an update on the American
Rescue plan funds. A
Community Forum will be
held on Thursday, January 27,
at 7:30 pm to discuss the
possibility of installing a
temporary speed bump on
Thornapple Street.

The Village Council discussed
distributing COVID-19 rapid
test kits to Village residents.
Montgomery County will
provide the kits. (More details
to come.)

*For more details on any of these
items, please click on the link to the
audio recordings below. Full
minutes of this meeting will be
shared with the community after
being approved by the Village
Council.

Village of Martin's Additions
Council Meeting January 18, 2022

Village of Martin's Additions
Council Meeting January 20, 2022

Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022, 7:30
PM 

The Council may entertain a
motion in open session to enter into
a closed session, in accordance
with Section 3-305(b) of the Open
Meetings Act (Maryland Code,
General Provisions Article).

7:30 PM Call to Order: Kauders
 
7:31 PM Building Administrator's
Report: Lohmeyer
 
7:36 PM Opportunity for Council to
Hear Residents' Comments:
Kauders
 
7:46 PM Committee Updates:
Kauders
 
7:51 PM Public Hearing and
Possible Adoption of the 2022
Election Plan.
 
8:06 PM Financial Matters,
including Treasurer’s Report:
Alexander
 
8:11 PM Manager’s Report:
Anderegg
 
8:16 PM Opportunity for Council to
Hear Residents’ Comments:
Kauders
 
8:31 PM Adjournment: Kauders

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5DHVmpunwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGsFE8EBniU


TO: The Council at the Village of Martin's Additions

FROM: Doug Lohmeyer

DATE OF MEMO: January 17, 2022

SUBJECT: Building Administrator's Report

3506 Bradley Ln.

Demolition and building permit applications were submitted to the Village office. A
new resident information meeting was held on November 3. The Village issued the
building permit on December 9, 2021. The demolition of the existing house has not
begun.

7200 Chestnut St.

The applicant applied for a Village building permit to construct an addition to the
west side of the existing house. The County issued its building permit on September
3, 2020. The Village building permit was issued on October 9, 2020. The MCDPS
closed its building permit on October 7, 2021. The new residents have moved in. The
house appears to be complete, but the contractor still needs to install the new
driveway. Once that is installed, the Village can close its building permit.

7220 Delfield St.

The applicants have applied to remove the existing house and build a new house. The
Village information meeting was held on December 14- The County issued the
building permit on April 20, 2021. The Village demo and building permits were
issued on May 17, 2021. The house has been removed. The new house construction is
ongoing.

120 Quincy St.

The homeowner has submitted plans to the County and the Village for review. The
application proposes constructing several additions at the side and rear of the
existing house. MCDPS issued its building permit on January 5, 2022. The Village
permits will be issued soon.

159 Quincy St.

The homeowners applied to build a new deck at the rear of the existing house. The
Village building permit was issued. Work is ongoing.

7200 Summit Ave.

The homeowners submitted a Variance Application for additions to the existing
house. The Council approved the variance on July 16, 2020. The applicants have not
submitted to MCDPS or the Village. The Village variance has been extended for an
additional 12 months. The homeowner has not applied for an MCDPS permit.

3404 Turner St.



The applicants have_submitted an application for a variance of the Village's
minimum side yard setbacks so that they can add a second floor to the existing, non-
conforming house. The Village Council approved the variance on September 23,
2021. The MCDPS issued its building permit on April 17, 2021. The Village has
issued the building permit.

3502 Turner St.

The homeowners are investigating the possibility of adding a new parking pad in
front of their lot since they do not have a driveway. A portion of the pad will be in the
Village right of way.

3507 Turner St.

The homeowner submitted a concept plan to construct an addition at the right rear
of the existing house. The Village reviewed the concept plans and sent comments to
the homeowner.

Miscellaneous Items

The staff is presently working with the following properties:

1. The MSHA has responded to the Village's letter regarding water ponding at the
Village street intersections along Brookville Rd. The MSHA staff stated they are
working with WSSC and MCDOT and will get back to us soon. The Village sent a
letter to the State requesting an updated progress report on the outstanding
pedestrian safety issues. The State responded and said they would be looking into
adding additional pedestrian walkway safety measures at Bradley and at Taylor.
Section 5 has prepared a concept plan to build a new MSHA storm drain system
along the west side of Brookville Rd. from Bradley La. to Shepherd St.

Telling Our Stories
A series about residents by resident student reporters
as part of the VMA Legacy Project.

To market, to market: 60 years of Costabiles
on Turner Lane

By Hannah Howard

Mary Rae Costabile and her husband Salvatore “Sal”
moved to Turner Lane in May 1962. The couple, who
have been married 65 years, said one of the main
draws to the neighborhood was Brookville Market and
its shopping center which used to include a drug store
with a soda fountain, a florist, and a corner gas
station. In addition to the dry cleaners and barbershop, there was a periodic
bookmobile that would park up the street.

When the Costabiles were first married, they lived in an apartment in Glover Park.
When the time came to move, their real estate agent showed them the house that
they fell in love with on Turner Lane. Mary Rae said the house had been on the
market for a long time because it didn’t have much of a backyard, but she and Sal



thought the neighborhood was “perfect” and knew their kids would love playing in
the park just down the street. They bought the house for $18,500.

Mary Rae, who is named after her mother Mary and her father Raymond, was born
in Iowa but moved to the Washington area during World War II. She grew up on
Bradley Lane and her mother was a fan of the Brookville Market’s “good ground
beef.” Her mom used to stop into the market on her way home from her teaching job,
so the Village of Martin’s Additions had “always been familiar to me,” Mary Rae said.
Sal is originally from Pennsylvania and graduated from Georgetown University.

Mary Rae attended school locally at St. Angela Hall, a former Catholic school which
was in what is known today as the Strathmore Hall Mansion, an arts center in
Rockville, MD. Mary Rae portrayed an angel in her school play at St. Angela Hall and
has a painting of steps of the mansion where she performed. She first attended the
Dunbarton College of Holy Cross, Montgomery College, and later completed her
studies at the University of Maryland. Mary Rae took classes at the same time as one
of her daughters and Sal was a professor at the school.

Mary Rae and Sal raised four children in their Sears bungalow house built in the
early 1920s. One of their first memories of moving to Turner Lane was sending one
of their kids to the market to pick up a jar of mustard. He spent all the money he was
sent with after buying the biggest jar of mustard Sal had ever seen. (He jokes they
just finished using up that original jar.)

Mary Rae also recalls that one of her sons would hold bouquets behind his back. He
liked to surprise her with flowers that had been discarded from the florist. During the
1970s gas crisis, lines of cars at the gas station would snake down Brookville causing
traffic. You could only buy five gallons of gas at the time. The manager, Bernie Suit,
saw her in line on her way to work. She remembers Bernie placing the end of the line
sign right behind Mary’s car which helped her get enough gas to get to work that day.

The couple raised their four children (Christopher, Mary Katherine “Katie,”
Elizabeth, and David) on Turner Lane. Christopher, Katie, and Elizabeth live locally,
and David lives in New York City. Mary Rae’s children caught the performance bug
from her. Christopher is involved in a local acting group and Katie is a soprano with
the Washington National Opera Chorus. David is an actor who has appeared in the
films “Lincoln,” “The Siege” and “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” and TV shows
including “Billions,” “Breaking Bad” and “The Wire.” Mary Rae and Sal have 10
grandchildren, a great-grandson, and a great-granddaughter on the way.

Mary Rae served as a committee member on the Village of Martin’s Additions
Citizens Committee. The Citizens Committee was a five-member board during the
years 1916-1985 before VMA residents voted to become a municipal government.
Back then, Mary Rae said she knew many women in the neighborhood who
organized and held plant sales to raise money for sidewalks in the neighborhood. 

Mary Rae worked on the campaign on one of her neighbors who ran for the Maryland
House of Delegates. That was how the Halloween party started because there was an
event that blocked off the street. She said her service was “really fun” and recalls
signing off on the first garbage contract for the neighborhood.
Mary Rae and Sal shared how the Brookville shopping center and their street has
changed over the years. “There are more cars but the same nice people” and animals.
“We know everybody who has a dog,” said Mary Rae. She and Sal remember a
popular dalmatian named “Pal” who would strut up and down Turner like he owned



the neighborhood. Pal also frequented the Brookville Market and would return down
the street with a savory bone in his mouth that he received from the butcher. They
also recall a neighbor who worked for the National Zoo and had a pet monkey that
residents could see through the window jumping around his Turner Street home.
Another neighbor was a trumpet player who would blow his trumpet on New Year’s
Eve to ring in the new year.

Mary Rae appreciates her career as a librarian and a lobbyist for libraries. In
addition to teaching at Georgetown and the University of Maryland, Sal worked for
the National Library of Medicine and retired last March. They are enjoying
retirement, but Sal says, it can be “challenging.”

It’s little things that add up which make Mary Rae appreciative of our neighborhood.
One of her Turner Lane neighbors, Andrew Kauders, places the Costabile’s
newspaper delivered in their yard to their front door early every morning when he
walks his dog.

“As you get older, you worry about falling,” said Sal, which is why he appreciates his
neighbor’s daily act of kindness. “That’s one of the reasons we like this place and it
started off that way.”

“I think the village is small enough that you can get to know a lot of people,” Mary
Rae said. As for the question, is there anything she thinks could improve, she said
“I’m very pleased with the way things are going.”

Spanning six decades, one thing for sure is that the Costabiles have probably set a
VMA record for most trips to the market and they plan on making more.

Do you have an interesting story to share? Are you a student seeking a unique way
of earning SSL hours while contributing to your community? Contact resident
Naomi Naierman to learn more and participate in the VMA Legacy Project.
Journalism mentoring provided by veteran reporter and resident Nancy Ferris.

Heard on the Sidewalk

Chevy Chase At Home
Brings Neighbors
Together

CC@H is a member
organization providing
social and educational
programs to neighbors of
all ages and support
services to seniors. You

Weather

After a very mild
December with no snow
and 70° temperatures,
January turned out to be
just the opposite: below-
normal temperatures and

Manna Food Center

Off to a Good Start….

Our ongoing Village food
drive had a good start to
the new year! In January,
we delivered 353 pounds
of canned/boxed goods to
Manna Food Center’s

mailto:nnaierman22@gmail.com
mailto:nnaierman22@gmail.com


can learn more
at www.chevychaseathom
e.org.

 
Local Volunteers
Needed for Errands
for Seniors
Chevy Chase At Home
seeks local volunteers to
complete an occasional
errand for a local
senior. As a volunteer,
you will get to choose
when you volunteer and
which errands you
complete. A commitment
of just one hour a month
can make a difference.
Sign up today
at www.chevychaseathom
e.org.

 
Do You Need a
Helping Hand Around
the House?
Chevy Chase At Home’s
dedicated volunteers are
here to support our
members. If you need
assistance with changing
a light bulb, setting up a
new television, bringing
your trash cans to the
curb, or other things
around the house,
membership may be right
for you. Please contact us
to discuss how we can
help at 301.657.3115.

above-normal snowfall.
Going into February,
which is normally our
snowiest winter month,
expect more of what we
were accustomed to
seeing in December.
Much warmer
temperatures should
prevail by mid-month
and carry through into
March, although that’s
not to say we won’t get
more snow. Some of our
biggest snowstorms have
occurred in late February
and March. Average rain
for February is 3” and
average snowfall is 5”.
Our least amount of snow
for an entire winter was
only a trace officially, in
the 1972-73 and 1997-98
winters. Our most
amount of snow for an
entire winter was just 12
years ago in 2009-10 with
over 50”. On Presidents’
Day weekend in February
1979, 20” of snow fell on
Washington, DC, and 37”
was observed on the
ground (including snow
from previous storms).
The longest stretch of
snow cover in
Washington, DC was 37
days from January 19 –
February 26 in 1936. The
normal high temperature
for Washington, DC on
February 1st is 45° and
the normal low
temperature is 28°, with
highs rising into the low
50s and lows in the 30s
by month’s end, with
February usually being
only 28 days long. Having
a cold, snowy winter just
makes spring more
enjoyable when it finally
comes. So, think spring!

warehouse in
Gaithersburg (182 pounds
on the 11th, another 171 on
the 20th). But we need to
keep our efforts going. As
everyone no doubt
knows, inflation is driving
up prices on fundamental
needs – food, gasoline,
and other everyday
household products. At
the same time, many of
our Montgomery County
neighbors are still out of
work or working part-
time during the
pandemic, leaving them
with less disposable
income. So please, next
time you’re out shopping
for groceries, pick up a
few extra items for
Manna. You may leave
them in the box at the
Brookville Market or the
foot of the stairs to the
Village Office or on the
front porch at 3406
Turner Lane. We’ll make
sure that your donations
are driven out to Manna
as quickly as possible –
twice a month again, we
hope. Thanks in advance
for continuing to support
this most worthwhile –
and necessary – project.

http://www.chevychaseathome.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/


Keith Allen, a longtime
resident of Martin's
Additions, provides
weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the
U.S. Residents are
encouraged to call 202-
589-1212 for up-to-the-
minute updates.

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!
 

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village:"
A Wider Circle

Chevy Chase at Home 
Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter  

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 

To receive e-notifications from the Village Council, the committees, and the Office
(i.e., any official communication from your Village government), please fill out the
Village Contact webform. This is the best way to receive information on Village
business (e.g., Council and Committee meetings), services (e.g., waste pickup and
snow removal), and events (e.g., the 4th of July Celebration or the Movie Night in
the Park).

The VMA monthly newsletter is distributed to the Village on the last Monday of the
month. If you wish to submit an article or news item for the newsletter, please
submit your item by 5 PM on the preceding Friday. Any article or news item must
meet the VMA newsletter criteria. Policy No. 09-16-01-Policy for Contents of
Martin's Edition Newsletter
Please note:

The Village Office does not administer the VMA neighborhood listserv (a Google
Group). To receive listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich
at architecturalphoto@mac.com

Village of Martin's
Additions

7013 Brookville Rd, Suite B,
Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263

301-656-4112

Contact Us
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